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Oxford Farming Conference Scholars’ Report

Sponsored by the Worshipful Company of Farmers

3-5 January 2018

What did you attend and who were the speakers?

(Please provide a brief summary of the receptions, workshops, sessions, dinners and debates that you attended)

Day one – Fringe Event and Scholars Reception, the banquet meal, which was very nice, we sat with some lovely diary farmer scholars from the West Country 
Day two
Politics Session – Good presentation from Michael Gove let’s hope he lives up to what he said.  Shape change and cultivate resource policies.  Reduce inspections and look at a more pronounced risk based factor and ensure authorities work together For example Red Tractor and Tesco Nature accreditation, leading the world in terms of food standards and quality. 5g broadband, build on innovations and look at new technologies including laser treatments 

The budget is not unlimited for clear public goods, respect everyone within the industry 

Digital Revolution Session – 3 very knowledge, enthusiastic speakers who were willing to share their experiences of own business and how it will shape the agriculture industry going forward a hands free hectare will we see more robots in our field? I imagine we will see a few in a hedgerow before we get it right!! 

Leadership and Influence Session – Inspiration in leading the future 

Inspiring Farmers Session – 3 extremely knowledgeable speakers.  Tim Papworth explained the reasons as to why health and safety management is so vital on farm I am in complete agreement and a large supporter of #Farmsafety campaign.  

Duncan explained his changes to using some farm land into a lifestyle entertainment park, with bungee swings, the longest zip wire and a 1.5million wedding venue, glamping pots and there is one thing for sure I will be going for a small holiday to see what it is like 

Carla – very enthusiastic Brazilian farmer who has created new villages and communities, also talked about how hard it is to trade due to such high taxes 
Chris Elliot brought our attention to the world of Food Secrity and eating habits again very interesting 

Post Dinner Debate – this was a fun session to be involved in and to see members of the audience participate.  

Princess Countryside Breakfast – explained the what we do and how we do it which was interesting 

James Wong – what a true inspiration into eating habits, and using botany within our food industry

Birds and Bees Session – Anne Hall is a very good chair lady.  Interesting session 

Eve Turow Paul – One of my favorite speakers of the whole conference, highlighted lots of figures about Millennials and some very interesting FACTS which will stick with me.  I have even bought her book as I found her so interesting.  Is fancy cooking ingredients coming back to the table with younger generations? Time will tell on that one 

Steve Murrells – CEO COOP – a good example of embracing change, changing company image and backing British farming am sure we can all learn a few things from his speech for our future after BREXIT 

Which fringe events did you attend?

(Please provide a brief summary of event/s)

Given the agenda for the day the scholar’s reception by McDonalds was also in the same time slot as the fringe events. We were only able to visit one fringe event, which was disappointing for me, as I would of enjoyed attending them all.  I attended the BBSRC Innovation Hub, where we saw some new drone technology, new blackgrass resistance test.  

I would like to see the scholar’s reception changed to a different time slot for future years so you don’t miss this opportunity for networking 
If you attended the debate at the Oxford Union, what where your opinions of the outcome?

The Debate got off to a great start and was also very well attended.  It was very obvious who would win to begin with but both debating panels did a really good pitch, and I couldn’t decide, but as am from a beef farm I could not walk through the right door!
Did you contribute questions during the conference?

I asked a question on the Thursday to Tim Papworth on what was his top tip to new employees on the farm for health and safety.  My reason for this question was because I am a big fan of the farm safety campaign by NFYFC, and also I have seen on farm accidents for myself.  His tip was look around you, note it down and make sure you tell people.
What did you learn from the conference?

The Future of the agricultural industry is bright, innovation and diversification is key.  The challenges will be skilled operatives, people and knowledge.  The world of farming in 20 years time will be a lot different to what it is today.  The changes in consumer habits will also be more advanced to where it currently is.  The fact 60% of people buy their evening meal the day the want it between 4 and 6pm to me is ridiculous but to many is convenient, quick and easy.  
Who did you meet at the conference?
· From the Worshipful Company of Farmers

Rosie Carne 
Chistopher Day 

Richard Halhead, 

Teresa Wickham, 
Ian Bel 
Julian Sayers 

· Industry contacts

Stephen Fell – Ex LEAF

Malene Green – LEAF 

Prof Eunice Simmons – Nottingham University 

Peter Garbet McDonalds Ag Director 
James Hopwood WCM Ag Manager 

All Scholars from all over the country 

What are the key points to take back to YFC members and the Worshipful Company of Farmers from this event?

(Please summarise information pertinent for YFC members from the event)

I have taken back a lot of new facts and figure from various speakers that I won’t just use in YFC but in Work also.  It’s a great way to meet new people with similar interests.  
Quote

(Please provide a quote focusing on your experiences at the conference for promotion of the event and your scholarship opportunity)

The Oxford Farming Conference is a fantastic way to look at the industry in a different light, hearing about the not everyday farming perspectives but what our wider industry does. 
National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs (England and Wales)

YFC Centre, 10th Street, Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 2LG

[image: image2.jpg]]i'u.n, Learning and

Achievement




tel 024 7685 7200   fax 024 7685 7229   email post@nfyfc.org.uk   web www.nfyfc.org.uk 

Registry of Friendly Societies No. 52SA   Patron: HM The Queen


